
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR 
Update from the Pekker (Peret-Dekker) family



Dear friends, 

We have not provided an end 
of the year update for quite 
some time as the last few years 
have not been so easy, but 
things change, they always 
do… 

2017 started very much like 
2016 with Sanne up and down 
and more down than up, the 
children growing-up and 
managing well the home 
situation, while JC was getting 
pretty worn-out by the day to 
day demands of the job and life 
in general...so we hoped things 
would change and life become 
easier for all. 

As we look back at the end of 
2017, things have markedly 
changed and it doesn't seem to 
be any  longer the same year. 
Be careful for what you wish, 
they say and if change we 
wanted, change we have 
received.  

It started with Sanne who after 
so many months/years of 
fighting like a tigress was 
starting to feel weary about her 
situation. Even if we went skiing 
in February in Austria, she 
could not much enjoy the 
holiday, and so it happened 
again in Italy in April. But in 

May she started a new 
medication to control her auto-
immune complication, and if the 
doctors could not explain how it 
worked, it worked and within a 
few days of starting she was 
transformed both physically and 
emotionally, regaining strength 
and weight, growing her hair 
and feeling good in her own 
skin again. Her spirit and 
energy returned and she has 
been doing strong for the last 7 
months, hiking in the Pyrenees, 
playing a lot of tennis and going 
to work like everybody else. 
When things changed for 
Sanne, we could hear again the 
laughter in the house and the 
joy returned. 

For JC, the change came in 
March, when he decided to 
take a sabbatical to restore his 
energy level but also to reflect 
on the past 3.5 years. It was an 
easy decision at the time, 
something he had been 
contemplating for quite some 
time but somehow couldn't 
muster the courage to act upon. 
He started his break of 14 
months in June and could 
spend a whole 6 weeks holiday 
with the children. By September 
he was sitting on a University 
bench with 18-20 years old to 
study neuroscience and 
psychology. The combination of 

Sanne feeling better, the 
decision to take time-off and to 
study again have done wonder 
to his well-being and he is 
happier than he has been in 
years...stealing maybe some of 
the youth from his fellow 
students. He will see where it 
leads but he is learning not to 
plan so much and to live more 
spontaneously instead. 

Tui, now 15, has become a 
young woman and has 
physically changed a lot this 
past year. In year 3 at the Vrije 
School, she is following the 
slogan of her school which says 
“Become who you are” and she 
is very happy with her social life 
at school. She is cycling a lot 
everyday and does athletics as 
a sport so all in all she might be 
the fittest in the whole family. 
She still loves gardening, 
drawing and doing craft so we 
find her creations all over the 
house and work bench in the 
garage. 

Olse, 13, is an accomplished 
piano player and it is always a 
pleasure to see him performing. 
His sport is tennis and it is very 
likely that he will beat his dad in 
the coming year. Training hard 
and winning games, he is 
someone to avoid on a tennis 
court! He is studying in a 

bilingual gymnasium class in 
year 2 and with Latin, Greek, 
German, French, English and 
Dutch, he speaks more 
languages than the rest of the 
family combined. 

Lars, 11, is following on the 
footsteps of his brother. In his 
last year at primary school, he 
is also planning on studying at 
a gymnasium next year. Also a 
pianist, he enjoys his classical 
music even if his heart is more 
tuned to hip-hop…piano might 
not be the right instrument after 
all…A strong tennis player as 
well, he completes the double 
when Sanne and JC play 
together against the boys but 
the parent’s days are counted 
so they should make the most 
of their their victory.  

We wish you a happy 
Christmas and New Year and 
hope to see some of you in 
2018. 


