
The Pekker family 
in 2018 

After a remarkable change in 2017 with Sanne returning to health and 
JC enjoying his sabbatical with the view of re-energising himself,  we 
did not have much idea on what the new year would bring to us. 
Looking back, it has been an other year of change and a very positive 
and encouraging period where we have reconnected as a family and 
returned to activities we had left behind. 

In February, we went skiing to Schliessen, at the border between 
Germany and Austria. It was a fantastic week with no mobile phones 
and temperature ranging from -10 to -20 every day. In addition to 



skiing, we went skating on frozen lakes and trekking in wonderland 
frozen forest. When we came back to Holland, it was as cold but much 
less scenic. Work resumed for Sanne and school for everyone else; all of 
a sudden mobile phones and and activities of each of us set us back to 
the busy-busy rhythm at home. In May, decided to go for an other trip 
and this time to Slovenia to spend a few days by the sea and the rest of 
trip to the mountain to trek and explore the area. It was a very nice 
surprise to us as we loved the scenery, the food and the people we met. 
It was one of the best trip we had ever done as a family and we have 
done quite a few. Lars climbed a difficult local peak and was very proud 
of his achievement.  

Upon return, the end of the school year was in front of us with Lars 
playing in a musical and finishing very strongly primary school with 
his end exam, Olse going to year 3 with flying colours and Tui moving 
to year 4 and selecting a scientific package as she wants to study 
medicine. JC returned to work for a week and decided that it was 
enough so he took that long awaited decision to leave Shell definitively 
and continue his studies while pursuing his dream to become a coach 
and trainer and leaving Sanne as the family bread winner. It was then 
time for our traditional Pyrenean vacation where we had many 
activities and some first like sleeping at the refuge of Maupas where we 
were the only ones due to the stormy weather, or the ascension of the 
Espigeoles peak that we had discussed for years before with the 
children. There was also some paragliding for Olse and many tennis 
games as well as fresh blueberry tarts as part of the program. 

It was time for the next school year and the secondary education for all. 
The big change was for Lars who is cycling to a new school in the 
Hague. JC is in year 2 of his BA and is also training to become an 
executive coach while building his coaching/training practice, so busier 
than he has ever been at work. Sanne is doing strongly and has even 
started to travel again for work, spending a week in London for a 
training in September. Olse is doing very well at school and continues to 
play piano beautifully, while Tui is braving the cold to go running with 
her athletics club and now works the weekend in a shop, saving for a 
gap year she is already dreaming about.  

In October, we went mountain biking in Luxembourg and were blown 
away by the beautiful colours of the forests and so a year has gone by. 

We wish you a wonderful holiday seasons and a happy new year. May 
your wishes and dreams come true in the upcoming years. 

The Pekker 




