
The Peret-Dekker family in words and pictures for 2008 
 
Winter 
We came back from the Netherlands using the ferry between IJmuiden and New-Castle, it 
was a real treat for the children, a bit less so for the parents. Always interesting to see people 

start their day with a pint of beer and a glass of whiskey! 
January was cold and sunny and we got to use the old 
fashioned Norwegian 
sledge, a comfortable way 
of travel for the children. 
We went for picnic most 
weekends despite the 
coldness and we were all 

“toughened-up” by the experience.  
 
In February, the snow disappeared and we went back to 
the beach and visited lakes…still cold, but a lovely golden 
light produced by a very low and shy sun. Tui and Olse took on indoor climbing and they just 

loved it! Olse impressed the whole family climbing 12 meters high 
routes. He has been asking since to go back climbing. Tui also started to 
learn Karate. 
 
In March, the snow was back and 
didn’t leave us until April…some 
more sledging, cold hands and rosy 
cheeks were on the program. Sanne 
was looking for some warmth so she 
went on her own to South Africa and 
she had a really good time while Jean-

Christophe stayed with the children in Aberdeen and turned himself into a “papa-poule” 
(papa-hen in english?).  
 
Spring 

April was very busy as we had 2 holidays planned. First we went to the 
west coast of Scotland, South of Durness, the spiritual place of John 
Lennon. We stayed in a “wilderness cottage” and it is to be said that the 
view was unbeatable from the kitchen with a beautiful sound and snow-
covered mountain range. We had miles of desert beaches for ourselves 
only filled with hurling winds. It 
made the place very remote and very 
special…not sure it was the perfect 
holiday for Lars who had to brave the 
elements while sitting in the back-
pack though. As soon as we came 

back, we drove to Ireland to visit Northern Ireland, 
Donegal, and the county of Mayo. Jean-Christophe went 
away with 3 friends from university for some boating and 
mountaineering in Conemara. We all enjoyed very much Ireland, but were happy to be back 
to Scotland, which we find more beautiful. 
 
In May we had the French grand parents and some very mixed weather, and in June we had 
the Dutch grand mother with some much warmer weather…Olse started to learn to ride his 
bike and in no time he was riding without training wheels, while Lars tried to follow pushing 
really hard his new red tri-cycle. It was then graduation time with Olse and Tui completing 



their school year and moving to respectively Pre-K and Kindergarden. Lars turned 2 and 
started to talk, trying to pronounce some words from the 3 languages he is exposed to. 
 
Summer  
This year we didn’t expect too much from summer weather in Aberdeen, and talking our 
expectations down was a good strategy as we found chilly Aberdeen not too grey and cold for 
the sunny season … We went to the beach and once more we didn’t manage to swim in the 
sea as it was really cold, we went swimming in a river instead during a day when temperature 
reached low 20 degrees! A record for the place. Olse turned 4 and we flew to Pyrenees where 

we stayed in our mountain house. We had many visitors, 
BBQs and nice walks through the mountains. Just before 
moving, there were also talks of relocating to Oman or 
California with Shell. We left 
these thoughts behind and just 
enjoyed our French holidays. 
Olse started a collection of 
living snails, Lars much 

enjoyed the 2 donkeys Yasmine and Lolita, while Tui gathered 
all the old stuff toys she could find and turned them into 
students…bet who was the teacher! We came back a bit in a shock to leave France behind and 
it took a few weeks to adjust to our life in Scotland again. A party for Sanne’s birthday and 
for Tui’s lifted the mood, and we organised our first mermaid’s party for…Tui, not Sanne! 
In September we resumed our outdoor activities and went to Aviemore, the Scottish 
Chamonix for some walking and animals watching. We stayed in a Youth Hostel and we 
could notice the difference with the children from the year before…everything was much 
easier, meaning that the children are getting older! Tui and Olse went back to school and they 
both seemed to enjoy themselves. 
 
 
Autumn 
Lars has really found his voice and he is talking a lot…mainly in Dutch for the moment, but 
French is not too far away. Tui is attempting to read all the words that she sees, and she is 
clearly enjoying herself. Olse is learning his letters, and he is not in a hurry to finish his 
alphabet! 
We went back to the West coast in October, in a nice estate where they had deer and salmons, 

not far from Isle of Skye, near 
Lochcarron. We have seen some beautiful 
places, visited some exciting castles, but 
we missed Ness…maybe next time! We 
also drank many hot chocolates, as the 
weather was windy and cold. This part of 
Scotland really made an impression on us 

and we realized how lucky we are to be living here. Back to Aberdeen, 
we attended the international parade, which was an opportunity for the 
children to dress part in French, part in Dutch…We had some early snow 
in November and the darkness fell upon us, so we started to prepare our 
Christmas break that we will spend in the Netherlands, Paris and 
Bordeaux. We are still working towards moving to Oman in Q2/09, but nothing is confirmed 
yet…it will have to wait 2009 for the decision. 
 
 
 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to you and your family! 


